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News Front

The ability of freight operator 
DB Schenker to resource both 
infrastructure and charter trains 
has come under scrutiny in recent 
weeks, with at least one charter 
business threatening to move to 
another provider if the situation did 
not improve.

The situation follows strike 
action by the drivers’ union 
ASLEF over what it said was ‘poor 
rostering and diagramming’. 
Although 
apparently 
resolved, this 
is reported by 
staff to have 
left significant 
problems with 
rest-day working, 
regularly used 
for weekend 
infrastructure and charter 
operations.

According to one driver, ‘Ballast 
trains for weekend renewals, 
RHTT [Railhead Treatment] and 
other critical trains have been left 
uncovered in recent months, huge 
amounts of ballast work have 
been lost and in some cases long-
planned jobs have been cancelled 
or are having massive amounts of 
work content removed. This will 
have to be done again, with further 
disruptive possessions, thereby 
affecting train operators twice’.

Another ASLEF representative 
notes, ‘We are struggling to cover 
base workload and are doing no 
training but working rest days 
to cover this work.’ A number of 
drivers have noted on internet 
forums that they are now declining 
rest day working whilst others 
suggest they are looking to find 
employment elsewhere.

Speaking to Modern Railways 
a Network Rail spokesman 
confirmed that on some 
weekends three or four important 
infrastructure trains had been 
cancelled and explained that, 
with its agreement, a number of 
Railhead Treatment Trains that 
are part of contracts won by DB 
Schenker are now being worked 
by other operators, DBS having 
indicated that it is ‘unable to meet 

its contractual 
obligations’. 

NR is now 
working on a 
week by week 
negotiation 
with DBS and 
says that things 
are improving, 
stating ‘We 

understand this situation has now 
been resolved by DBS’.

According to a senior industry 
insider ‘Clearly past performance of 
a company’s ability to deliver will 
be taken into account when future 
contracts are let, and this could 
have serious repercussions for DB 
Schenker going forward’.

Railtours cancelled
Director of UK Railtours, 
John Farrow, expressed his 
dissatisfaction with ‘…the 
drivers’ issues that have dogged 
DB Schenker for months’ in an 
e-mail dated 2 November. He 
wrote, ‘August and September 
saw DBS crippled by industrial 
action involving the drivers’ union 
ASLEF. In October agreement was 
reached and we all breathed a 
sigh of relief. But we were in for a 
nasty surprise. It wasn’t the end 
and lots of DBS trains (not just 

charters) are still being cancelled 
at short notice because of non-
availability of drivers. A lot of 
people are getting seriously fed 
up and are wondering what on 
earth is going on.’

Later in his lengthy message, Mr 
Farrow said that ‘rosters had not 
reflected changes in traffic patterns 
and had become totally out of date 
and unworkable. Drivers tell me 
they were being phoned up at all 
hours of the day and night .... The 
guys could not plan their private 
lives, and all in all they had just 
about had enough.’ This comment 

was widely supported by drivers 
posting on internet forums, with 
many pointing to the issue of being 
telephoned whilst on rest days as 
one of their key grievances.

Mr Farrow said he had begun 
the process of moving business 
away from DB Schenker to other 
operators, though on 6 November, 
a railtour scheduled for 10 
November was confirmed, with 
UK Railtours noting that ‘earlier 
difficulties with DB Schenker have 
now been resolved’.

While DB Schenker has not 
responded to questions about 

Tours and engineering hit by DBS problems
With loco No 67001 leading, the Cheshire Cat Railtours’ ‘Carlisle Excursion’ (working 

1Z70) swoops down across a scorching Blea Moor on the return leg to Cardiff, just before 

crossing the famous Ribblehead viaduct on 2 July 2011. No 67002 is bringing up the rear 

of this top’n’tail formation. Tours this year have been hit by staffing problems. Julien King

The situation follows strike 
action by the drivers’ union 

ASLEF over what it said 
was ‘poor rostering and 

diagramming’.

The Government is ‘a fully paid 
up member of the rail travel fan 
club’ says Rail Minister, Norman 
Baker MP, in a foreword to the 2013 
edition of The Modern Railway, the 
yearbook and directory published in 
association with this magazine.

‘We know that economic growth 
and job creation are boosted when 
a country’s rail networks are fast, 
reliable and affordable’, says Mr 
Baker. ‘We understand the social 
mobility bonus of high quality 

railways and the way they give 
people better access to employment 
opportunities and essential services. 
And we recognise the carbon-
cutting benefits of rail travel, with 
its potential to attract people and 
freight away from less ecofriendly 
alternatives like long distance driving 
and short haul flying.’

‘We are investing £18billion in 
our railways during this Spending 
Review period’ adds the Minister. ‘We 
have also set out £9.4billion worth of 

projects in our recently announced 
plans for investment for the period 
2014-2019. And, building on this, 
there is the £4.5billion contract for 
a new generation of inter-city trains 
that will roll out of a new purpose-
built factory in County Durham.’

Our highly acclaimed annual 
guide to the UK’s railway industry, 
The Modern Railway 2013  will 
be published on December 
10th.  Edited by Modern Railways’ 
Ken Cordner with contributions 
from Roger Ford, Alan Williams, 
Tony Miles and other members 

Government in rail fan club
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Tours and engineering hit by DBS problems

its Network Rail contracts, a 
company spokesman told 
Modern Railways, ‘There are a 
number of points in Mr Farrow’s 
e-mail that are wrong and 
misleading. Where we have been 
unable to meet the requirements 
of a charter customer in recent 
weeks we have apologised to 
them and their customers. We are 
working hard with customers in 
the charter sector to ensure their 
service plans and our resources 
complement each other to 
ensure trains are delivered 
successfully.’ Tony Miles

ConTinUing problems with 
a shortage of drivers at London 
Midland saw the company 
cancelling services on a daily 
basis throughout October and 
into November. The company 
stated that these would continue 
until a new rostering system is 
introduced from the December 
timetable change.

Union sources suggested that 
31 drivers had joined another 
operator, reported by drivers to be 
CrossCountry, on ‘better terms and 
conditions’. 

ASLEF representative Simon 
Weller told local press that 
CrossCountry pays ‘substantially 
more’, and that it only recruits 
qualifi ed drivers, adding ‘Their 
work is more interesting, it’s less 
of the suburban type of stuff . It is 
very, very attractive, so London 
Midland is losing their drivers’.

CrossCountry confi rmed this, 
stating ‘While we don’t take on 
untrained drivers we do have to 
train any we recruit to use the 
types of trains we operate and to 
familiarise them with the routes’.

The ASLEF website shows that a 
driver’s basic annual gross salary at 
London Midland is £42,619 whilst 
a CrossCountry driver based in the 
West Midlands receives £53,171. 

London Midland’s recruitment 
and training programme has been 
unable to keep pace with the 
reduction in its workforce, even 
with many drivers working on rest 
days in an agreement with ASLEF. 
On some weekdays around 30 

services from a daily total of 1,310 
have been cancelled: on Saturday 
27 October, nearer 100 were 
cancelled.

The company has received 
support from ASLEF and a joint 
agreement dated 16 October 
saw union and LM working 
together to deliver both short 
and long-term changes to 
driver arrangements to reduce 
cancellations up to the December 
timetable change, and deliver a 
new manpower plan from mid-
December.

The union has been 
encouraging drivers to work 
on rest days or other overtime 
and LM has agreed that drivers 
working on rest days up to 9 
December will be given the 
option of taking the associated 
payment or being credited with 
additional annual leave days, to 
be used after May 2013.

London Midland is pressing 
ahead with its current recruitment 
programme and will introduce 
a new more effi  cient system for 
diagramming drivers, whilst links 
at a number of traincrew depots 
will see their route knowledge 
expanded over the next 18 
months in order to maximise 
cover across service groups. It 
has been posting a daily update 
of likely cancellations on its 
website and is ensuring that 
better information is provided 
to passengers when services are 
cancelled.

Rail Minister Norman Baker is 
reported to have warned London 
Midland about its performance, 
commenting that customers 
were ‘not getting the services 
they need’. The company is 
understood to have briefed 
ministers about the background 
to the situation. Tony Miles

LM driver shortages cause cancellations

There is concern across the 
industry at the way some lower-
paying TOCs are covering the cost 
of training drivers, only for them 
to be poached by higher paying 
operators as soon as their training 
is completed. One way forward 
could be to require drivers to 
repay all or part of training costs if 
they were to leave their employer 
soon after completing training. 
An operator still wishing to recruit 
recently qualifi ed drivers could 
opt to repay the training costs.

As one industry insider 
observed, ‘An operator would be 
in breach of employment law if 
it attempted to lock employees 
into contracts which restricted 
their rights to move freely 
between employers. As long 
as the whole industry does not 
address the simple fact that it can 
take a year to train a driver who 
can then be poached by another 
company at two or three months’ 
notice, this situation will continue 
to arise.’ Tony Miles

Training cost issue

LM has been hit by cancellations. This is Stratford upon Avon on 23 April 2009, with unit No 150013 ready to form a working to Stourbridge 

Junction. In the background is Chiltern Railways’ No 165002, shortly to depart for Marylebone. A recent report by Arup investigated the 

case for reopening the line from here to Honeybourne: the ‘base case’ appraisal (assuming annual demand growth of 4%) shows economic 

performance of the scheme to be modest (with a benefi t : cost ratio just over 0.8:1). John Sully

of the team, TMR examines all 
aspects of the UK rail industry. 
Also published within the book 
will be our highly acclaimed 
directory of nearly 1900 suppliers 
and businesses involved in 
keeping the UK rail industry 
in operation.   The 196 page 
hard back book costs just £25 
plus £3 postage but if you are a 
Modern Railways subscriber you 
will receive a 25% discount off  
the cover price and receive free 
postage. For further information 
please go to page 23 of this issue.
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ChilTeRn Railways has been 
given the green light for its new 
rail link between Oxford and 
London via Bicester.

The Secretary of State for 
Transport on 17 October 
approved the Transport and 
Works Act application for the fi rst 
new rail link between London 
and a major British city for 100 
years. The £130million project 
will provide services between 
London Marylebone and Oxford 
from 2015. This work brings 
total investment in the line to 
£600million since the start of the 
Chiltern franchise in 2002.

Two London to Oxford trains 
are planned each way every 
hour. New stations will be built 
at Bicester Town and a new 
parkway station at Water Eaton, 
north Oxford, with multi-modal 
interchange, linking trains, 
buses, cars and bikes - allowing 
passengers to avoid the 
congestion of central Oxford.

The East West Rail project will 
also benefi t from Chiltern’s new 
line from Oxford to London, 
with both routes using the line 
between Oxford and Bicester. 
Chiltern Railways will work in 
partnership with the East West 
Rail team to determine a joint 
project approach.

Graham Cross, Business 
Development Director of Chiltern 
Railways said: ‘We are pleased to 
have been granted the power 
to proceed with this signifi cant 
railway investment, which will 
benefi t thousands of commuters 
and businesses in Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire. The Oxford 
to London link is the latest in a 
long line of innovative Chiltern-
led projects to upgrade the rail 

infrastructure, fuelled by our 
understanding of rail’s potential 
to make a signifi cant contribution 
to economic growth and 
prosperity.’

A public inquiry into the 
project, with hearings in 2010-11, 
was reopened in 2012 to hear 
further evidence on measures to 
protect bats in Wolvercote tunnel, 
and other wildlife.

east west joint board meets
Senior representatives from 
the East West Rail Consortium, 
Network Rail and the Department 
for Transport have formed a Joint 
Delivery Board to oversee the 
development of a new, electric 
railway line between Bedford and 
Oxford, with trains due to start 
operating in December 2017.

The East West Railway will 
reopen 10 miles of railway to 
create a new electrifi ed link 
between Oxford and Bedford, and 
upgrade almost nine miles of line 
to link with the diesel lines from 
Aylesbury.

The Board, chaired by Cllr Peter 
Hardy (Buckinghamshire County 
Council), met in October to agree 
the roles of the organisations who 
will work together.

A special train for the EWR 
Consortium ran from Aylesbury to 
Bicester via Calvert on 12 October. 
Guests had the opportunity to 
view a section of the route that 
is currently either mothballed or 
used only by freight trains, but 
which will become an important 
route for passenger services 
within the region and as part of 
the national network.

The consortium of eight 
local authorities along the 
planned route is forecasting 

Chiltern’s oxford link approved

Bedford

To She�eld

To Glasgow

Existing line to be used by Evergreen 3 project. 

New chord line linking Marylebone - Banbury line to Oxford route.

Existing freight single line to be upgraded.

Disused stretch of track to be restored

Existing lines to be used by EWR services.

Proposed new station.

To London
St. PancrasAylesbury

Milton Keynes Central
Bletchley

Winslow
Newton

Longville

Aylesbury
Vale Parkway

To London
Euston

To London
Marylebone

To London
Marylebone

To London
Marylebone

To Banbury

To Banbury

Islip

Bicester
Town

Bicester North

Oxford

Water Eaton
Parkway

Midland
Main LineWest Coast

Main Line

 East West Rail Stage 1

The Secretary of State for 
Transport approved Network 
Rail’s application for a railway 
fl yover at Shaftholme, to the 
north of Doncaster on 16 
October.

The North Doncaster Chord 
scheme will take slow moving 
freight trains travelling from 
the Humber ports up and over 

the East Coast main line rather 
than occupying it. Diverting 
the freight traffi  c will free 
capacity for other services, and 
enable additional freight to be 
transported by rail rather than 
road, says Network Rail.

The £45million investment 
is part of the approximately 
£600million package of work 

north Doncaster chord gets go-ahead
a £3M project to improve 
Peterborough station has been 
completed. The station now 
has a new frontage, a larger 
main concourse with a new 
information point, and a new 
customer waiting area, with 
interior fi nishes designed to be 
lighter and more pleasant.

The completed project will 
be complemented by a £43 
million upgrade to increase 
track capacity and relieve 
congestion. This will include 
extra and longer platforms, as 
well as new footbridges and 
lifts, and is due to be completed 
by March 2014.

Peterborough station 
upgrade complete
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Chiltern’s oxford link approved

Buff er stop east of Claydon Junction 

on 12 October. From here to 

Bletchley the old track has suff ered 

from thefts and is currently unusable. 

This ‘mothballed’ section of track will 

be re-instated for passenger services 

as part of the East West Rail link.

that the re-opened railway will 
bring up to 12,000 new jobs to 
the area, as well as increasing 
annual regional gross domestic 
product by £38million, and tax 
revenues by £17million. In terms 
of rail demand it will add up to 
2.58million rail trips a year and 
remove up to 1.5million car trips.

On the basis of local 
contributions committed to the 
capital cost of the project, the 
forecast benefi t to cost ratio (BCR) 
is well in excess of 11 to one.

The proposed contribution 
by local authorities along the 
route is based on ‘best eff orts’ 
for £30million and ‘reasonable 
eff orts’ for a further £20million. 
The Department for Transport 
has announced funding of 
£240million and an additional 
contribution of £130million for 
electrifi cation.

neTwoRK Rail will begin 
construction of the Borders 
Railway in early 2013 following the 
completion of a project transfer 
agreement between Network Rail 
and the Scottish Government on 6 
November.

The agreement, which was 
signed in Newtongrange Mining 
Museum, follows 11 months of 
detailed planning and negotiations 
between the two organisations. 
It commits Network Rail to 
commissioning the new 30-mile 
railway and seven new stations 
by summer 2015. The capital 
construction cost of the line will 
total £294million at 2012 prices.

By funding this project via 
Network Rail, Transport Minister 
Keith Brown said, ‘we are able to 
make savings of approximately 
£60million against the previous 

estimate for an NPD [Non-Profi t 
Distributing] delivery model. This 
means, overall, the whole life 
costs of building maintaining and 
operating the line over 30 years can 
be delivered under budget’.

The parties said that ‘while 
it remains the clear target to 
have the railway line in place by 
the end of 2014, a contractual 
completion date of summer 2015 
is today being agreed by Transport 
Scotland and Network Rail, that 
is challenging but realistic’. Their 
statement continued, ‘the local 
community will be able to see track 
capable of carrying engineering 
trains laid end to end before the 
end of 2014, while passenger 
services will follow in 2015’.

Transport Minister Keith Brown 
said: ‘I am pleased to confi rm 
that we have ensured the railway 

infrastructure can accommodate 
tourist trains at Tweedbank station, 
increasing potential for real growth 
in this area’.

Mr Brown said he has asked for 
a further review of the programme 
in nine months, ‘once construction 
is well underway and we have had 
an opportunity to make a further 
assessment of the risks.’

Network Rail said it has already 
been involved extensively with 
advance works and we have 
begun actively engaging with 
communities along the route 
to prepare communities for the 
impact of this major engineering 
challenge. We’re proud to be 
delivering this prestigious project 
and look forward to delivering 
what will be a hugely important 
new asset for Midlothian and the 
Scottish Borders.’

Borders Rail contract signed

aFTeR over 40 years, the 
Borders Railway will re-establish 
passenger services, from 
Edinburgh through Midlothian 
to Tweedbank in the Scottish 
Borders, after the green light was 
given in November.

The 31-mile railway from 
Newcraighall will have seven 
new stations at Shawfair, 
Eskbank, Newtongrange, 
Gorebridge, Stow, Galashiels and 
Tweedbank.

Passengers will be able to 
travel direct from Tweedbank 
to Edinburgh Waverley in less 
than an hour at peak times, said 
Network Rail.

The Campaign for Borders 
Rail (CBR) said this will be the 
longest railway to have been 
built in Scotland since the Fort 
William-Mallaig line in 1901 – 
and the longest rail re-opening 
project in modern British 
history (two miles longer than 
the Robin Hood line, opened 
in phases from Nottingham to 
Mansfi eld and Worksop in the 
1990s). It welcomed the news 
that Tweedbank station is being 
redesigned to accommodate 
tourist charter trains. Its platform 
tracks will be extended to 285m, 
catering for 12-coach charters.

David Spaven, author of 
‘Waverley Route: the life, death 
and rebirth of the Borders 

Railway’, said: ‘This is a great day 
for the Borders and Midlothian. 
The closure of the railway 
through the Borders in 1969 
was a grave regional injustice, 
and probably the worst of all the 
notorious ‘Beeching cuts’. It left 
Galashiels and Hawick further 
from the rail network than any 
other towns of their size in 
Britain.

‘The new railway will utterly 
transform the quality of public 
transport from the western 
end of the Central Borders to 
Edinburgh. When the line re-
opens to Tweedbank, trains 
will directly serve three new 
stations in the Borders and four 

in Midlothian – and a purpose-
built bus-rail interchange at 
Galashiels and park-and-ride 
facilities at Tweedbank will 
ensure that the benefi ts of 
the new line extend to a wide 
swathe of the Central Borders, 
including Hawick, Selkirk and 
Melrose.’

‘Great credit should go to 
the Scottish Government for 
listening to the Campaign for 
Borders Rail which argued 
long and hard for the planned 
Tweedbank terminus to be 
redesigned and extended to 
accommodate tourist charter 
trains, which are typically up to 
12 coaches long.’

The next train will be in 40 years

scheduled between 2009 and 
2014 to improve capacity and 
reliability on the East Coast main 
line.

Preparatory work for the new 
fl yover is already under way, 
with construction by an alliance 
between Network Rail and 
Morgan Sindall. It is expected to 
be completed in early 2014.

north Doncaster chord gets go-ahead
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goveRnMenT’S plans for 
high-speed rail can help the UK 
meet its carbon emissions targets 
– particularly when the second 
phase to Manchester and Leeds 
is built.

A report commissioned from 
Greengauge 21 by the Campaign 
to Protect Rural England (CPRE), 
Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, and the Campaign for Better 
Transport – sets out how HS2 can 
reduce carbon emissions.

Operation of the fi rst phase 
of HS2, between London and 
the West Midlands, will deliver 
carbon savings of 1.8 million 
tonnes of CO2 over 60 years, 
more than off setting the impacts 
of constructing the line, says 
the report. With HS2 extended 
to Manchester and Leeds, the 
savings would quadruple to over 
seven million tonnes of CO2.

Jim Steer, Director of 
Greengauge 21, said: ‘As HS2 is 
extended further north, the time 
savings and reliable high-quality 
services will attract more and 

more people out of cars and 
planes – and this is where the 
substantial carbon savings are to 
be made’.

The report also highlights 
that greater carbon reductions 
can be achieved by sensible 
complementary policy measures, 
and by making full use of the 
capacity that HS2 will release on 
the existing railway. It says this 
should be taken into account 
when the cities on the HS2 
network consider how to exploit 
the advantages that the new line 
will bring.

Jim Steer added: ‘The benefi ts 
of HS2 extend far beyond the 
future users of high-speed rail 
services. Space will be freed up on 
the existing railway for improved 
local passenger services and for 
more freight trains. This in turn 
will reduce the numbers of cars 
and lorries on our road network, 
providing environmental benefi ts 
for local communities. At last 
there is a prospect of fewer lorries 
on the M6 and the M1’.

HS2 can cut carbon - report eurostar trains take shape
The fi rst trains in Eurostar’s order for 

10x16-car e320 trains has left Siemens’ 

Krefeld factory, which gives more than 

two years to get all the certifi cation in 

place in time for introducing services 

from London in the December 2014 

timetable change; the fi rst e320 

services could be to the south of France. 

Meanwhile, DB has said the earliest it 

could introduce services from London 

to Amsterdam and Frankfurt is now 

December 2015. Courtesy Eurostar

The Scottish Government 
announced on 12 November that 
it is pressing ahead with planning 
which could see an under-30-
minute rail link between Glasgow 
and Edinburgh within 12 years.

Deputy First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said that the Scottish 
Government plans would bring 
high speed rail to Scotland by 2024, 
‘at least 10 years ahead of when the 
Westminster arrangements might 
bring the HS2 project north of the 
border’.

Ms Sturgeon was also due to 
head a delegation calling on the 
Westminster government to involve 
the whole country in HS2 from the 
outset.

Transport Scotland said the 
announcement meant Scotland 
could have 140mph trains even 
before the completion of the 
London-Birmingham HS2 line, due 
to open in 2026.

high Speed Scotland by 2024?News in brief

new station for wokingham
Work is due to start in late 
November on a new multi-
million pound station for 
Wokingham, giving better 
access, improved retail facilities, 
better waiting areas and new 
information screens.

A new footbridge will link 
both platforms and provide 
step free access from the 
main station entrance. A new 
access road will be built and a 
new interchange will provide 
improved links with other public 
transport.

The improvements at the 
station are being delivered by 
the Network Rail and South 
West Trains Alliance and are 
funded by Wokingham Borough 
Council, the National Station 
Improvement Programme and 
Access for All money. Costing 
£6m, the work will be completed 
in August 2013.

new services on the Fishguard line 
were lightly used in their fi rst year, 
but the average loadings refl ect the 
Welsh Government’s decision to 
launch the services without making 
any provision for local people to 
access the trains easily. Fishguard 
& Goodwick station was reopened 
in May, in a hurried response to the 
WG’s unexpected announcement 
of a three-year trial of fi ve additional 
return services over the branch 
(weekdays and Saturdays). Since 
May, passenger numbers have 
been considerably higher than 
previously, when the area’s only 
station was at Fishguard Harbour. 
This is located for ferry passengers, 
with high car parking fees and poor 
access from residential areas. 

In the year before the new 
services began in September last 

year, 30,682 passengers travelled 
over the Fishguard branch on 
the boat trains, one of which 
operates at lunchtime and the 
other in the small hours. In the 
year to this September, 45,334 
passenger journeys were made 
on the Fishguard line. Two-
thirds of the year’s additional 
passengers travelled in the 
four months after the station 
reopening.

The additional passengers 
divided by the additional trains 
gives an average loading for the 
year of about 4.7 passengers.

The WG is providing up to 
£1.4m of subsidy per annum. This 
equates to subsidy of about £95.50 
per additional passenger in the 
fi rst year, assuming the WG paid 
ATW the full £1.4m. Rhodri Clark

Light loadings on Fishguard service

The Norfolk Community Rail 
Partnership received a ‘Highly 
Commended’ award at the 
international UIC Sustainability 
Awards in October.

The partnership, which works 
with Greater Anglia, to promote 
and improve services on the 

Norwich -Sheringham Bittern line 
and Norwich -Great Yarmouth / 
Lowestoft Wherry Lines received 
the accolade in the Sustainable 
Mobility Category for the 
development of its pioneering 
mobile phone “app” which was 
launched in June 2012. Tony Miles

Mobile app award for community rail
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hS2 compensation plan
The government announced on 
25 October 2012 that residents 
affected by the first phase of HS2 
from London to the West Midlands 
will be offered a comprehensive 
package of compensation 
measures ‘which go significantly 
beyond statutory requirements’.

There is a government 
commitment to buy any owner-
occupied home in the ‘safeguarded 
area’ closest to the route. As set out 
in law, the government will then 
pay the full un-blighted value of 
the property, along with additional 
compensation of 10% to a value of 
£47,000;

In a ‘voluntary purchase 
zone’ immediately outside the 
safeguarded area in rural areas, 
homeowners can sell their homes 
at their full un-blighted value.

Those with a need to move 
during the development of HS2 but 
who are unable to sell their home 
can exploit a long term hardship 
scheme, and a sale and rent back 

scheme is aimed at giving more 
flexibility to homeowners who 
wish to stay in properties which 
will ultimately be required for 
construction work.

Measures are also promised 
‘to provide clarity and reinforce 
confidence’ in properties above 
tunnels, including before and after 
surveys, and there is a commitment 
to work with local authorities, 
housing associations and affected 
tenants to develop a strategy for 
replacing any lost social rented 
housing.

Consultation on the proposals 
closes on 31 January 2013, and 
takes place alongside consultation 
aimed at local authorities on 
safeguarding the land needed 
in order to build and run the line 
between London and the West 
Midlands. Safeguarding is the 
planning mechanism that protects 
large-scale public infrastructure 
projects from conflicting 
developments nearby.

eurostar trains take shape

Artist’s impression of the Delta Junction. HS2

Artist’s impression of the Colne Valley Viaduct. HS2

Nicola Sturgeon said, ‘The 
Scottish Government will now 
enter into talks with our partners 
in both cities and the rail industry 
to see how we can work together 
to see this vision realised – a 
Glasgow-Edinburgh high speed 
line which can connect to the 
network from England.’

The Department for Transport 
plans a high speed line from 
London to Manchester and Leeds 
by 2033. Secretary of State for 
Transport Patrick McLoughlin 
has agreed to continue talks to 
involve Scotland, and Scotland’s 
Transport Minister Keith Brown 
was due to meet him to agree a 
shared approach.

Jim Steer, Director of rail 
consultants Greengauge 
21, said: ‘This is a major step 
forward in the creation of 
a national high-speed rail 
network. Greengauge 21’s 

research has shown that there 
is a very strong business case 
for investment in cross-border 
Anglo-Scottish high-speed rail. 
We also know that by connecting 
Scotland and northern England, 
connecting with HS2, there will 
be substantial carbon saving 
benefits secured by providing 
passengers with a realistic 
alternative to travelling by air.’

A Fast Track Scotland report, 
published last year, detailed the 
benefits of high speed rail for 
business, communities and the 
environment. It was compiled by 
the Scottish Partnership Group 
for High Speed Rail, formed by 
transport minister Keith Brown. 
The report found that the line 
would benefit Scotland to the 
tune of around £24.8billion and 
that 72.5% of Scottish businesses 
believe high speed rail will attract 
new investment.

high Speed Scotland by 2024?
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ReMoDelling of London 
Bridge for Key Ouput 2 of the 
Thameslink Programme gets 
underway in earnest in December, 
with the timetable change on 9 
December marking the withdrawal 
of Southern’s South London ine 
services between Victoria and 
London Bridge via Denmark Hill. 
London Overground services off 
the East London line will replace 
these services on the central 
section of the route, freeing up 
space at London Bridge for the 
rebuilding work. 

Future phases will see: 
n May 2013: Platforms 14-16 to 

be taken out of use to enable 
redevelopment work. Some 
services will be retimed. 

n December 2014 to 2018: 
Thameslink route services to and 
from central London diverted 
away from London Bridge.

n 2015 to 2016: Services to 
Charing Cross unable to call at 
London Bridge.

n 2016 to late 2017: Services to 
Cannon Street unable to call at 
London Bridge station.

When fully complete in 2018, 
London Bridge will have the 
biggest concourse in the UK. Lifts 
or escalators will take passengers 
to every platform, whilst new 
entrances on Tooley Street and 
St Thomas Street will mean 
better access to cycling, walking 
and bus routes. Congestion on 
the Northern Line at London 

Bridge Underground station will 
be reduced and the capacity 
for train services stopping at 

the station between 08.00 and 
09.00 will increase from 70 to a 
maximum of 88.

London Bridge works get underway

Passengers wait for trains on the through platforms at 

London Bridge. Six years of disruption lie ahead. Bill Turvill

Work progresses on doubling the through line at St Johns, between Lewisham 

Vale and Tanners Hill Junctions, on 13 October 2012, as a precursor to the London 

Bridge rebuilding project. The 11.56 Southeastern service from Charing Cross to 

Gravesend, via Sidcup, passes, formed of  Class 465/0 Networker No 465008 and 

‘465/2’ No 465246.  Brian Morrison

The East London line extension to Clapham Junction, opening in December, will 

take some of the pressure off London Bridge. On 30 October, a train ran on the new 

route carrying local authority officials. Unit No 378 231 is seen in the new platform at 

Clapham Junction. Jonathan Roberts 

CRoSSRail has awarded the 
signalling system contract for 
the railway’s central section 
to a consortium of Siemens 
and Invensys Rail. The value of 
the contract is in the region of 
£50million.

The contract covers the design, 
manufacture, supply, installation, 
testing and commissioning of a 
train control system for Crossrail’s 
central section.

Crossrail will operate up to 
24 trains per hour during the 
peak between Whitechapel and 
Paddington. The signalling system 
will incorporate Automatic Train 
Operation (ATO) to support the 
delivery of a high-frequency metro 
service, and will also be capable of 
enhancement to 30 trains per hour 
through the central section.

Crossrail awards signalling contract

News in brief

c2c tops PPM
c2c remains the most punctual 
franchised operator in Britain, 
after reporting a Moving Annual 
Average score of 97.4% for the 12 
months up to the end of Period 7, 
on 13 October - a new UK record. 
Punctuality for the four weeks of 
the period was 98.2%.

In a joint statement with 
Network Rail, c2c MD Julian Drury 
said, ‘We are delighted to clock-up 
another new record; so much of 
this continuing improvement is 
down to close, collaborative and 
agile working behind the scenes 
between Network Rail and c2c. 
Our total focus on reliability and 
attention to detail means that c2c 
passengers are now enjoying the 
most punctual train service in the 
UK ever.’ Tony Miles 

Upminster Upgrade
c2c has started a £100,000 project 
to update Upminster station. 
The work, which is completely 
funded by c2c, includes 
the repainting of platform 
equipment and benches, 
waiting rooms and the ticket hall 
area of the station. Upminster 
is the latest c2c station to be 
updated, following similar work at 
Southend Central and Chalkwell, 
and an ongoing £700,000 
station improvement project at 
Shoeburyness. Tony Miles
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5 December - Starting from scratch in afghanistan
The next London section meeting is on Wednesday 5 December in

the New Theatre at the London School of Economics, Houghton Street 
(off Aldwych), London WC2A 2AE, at 18.00. Please note that this is a 

change from the original date following feedback at the AGM, in order 
to avoid a clash with the Midlands section meeting.

Richard Brown (not the Eurostar one), having returned from active 
service, will give a talk on ‘Starting from scratch in Afghanistan’

Afghanistan is one of the few large countries in the world which until 
very recently had no significant rail network. Richard will describe how 

the Afghan government would like to see rail develop, the strategic 
planning that has so far been undertaken, and the quite extraordinary 
challenges that are being faced as the first rail services get underway.

12 December - Railfreight
The Midlands section meeting on Wednesday 12 December will
feature a talk on railfreight with Ralph Goldney, former deputy 

managing director at GB Railfreight. This will be held in the Board 
Room at the Network Rail offices in The Mailbox, 100 Wharfside Street, 

Birmingham B1 1RT, at 17.30 for 18.00.

Simon Feast, Publications officer writes:
Details of our speaker programme for this year continue to develop and 
are updated on our website as they are confirmed. If you wish to keep 

up to date with developments you can follow us on Facebook or Twitter 
using the links on our website. When new content is added these are 
announced through Tweets and Facebook updates. Recent updates 

include Chris Stokes’ well attended and sometimes controversial 
presentation to the RSA and CILT in October which is now available to 

download (click on Activities-Past Meetings and then the download link 
at the bottom) and also appears in this magazine (p64).

An application form to join the RSA can be downloaded from the 
website at www.railwaystudyassociation.org, and membership benefits 
include 12 issues of Modern Railways, a regular speaker programme in 
both London and Birmingham, as well as study tours such as the recent 

one on the theme of ‘Planning for Resilience’, to Bern and Paris.

You can contact the RSA by e-mail at info@RailwayStudyAssociation.
org or by post to Steven Saunders, Hon General Secretary, PO Box 375, 

Burgess Hill, RH15 5BX. Please enclose a stamped addressed
envelope for a reply by letter mail.

Crossrail is adopting a 
Communications Based Train 
Control (CBTC) signalling system ‘as 
it is technically and operationally 
proven and is successfully used by 
many metro systems around the 
world’.

The contract also includes 
commitments to provide 
apprenticeships and job 
opportunities for Londoners. 
Siemens will be required to create 
around 20 apprenticeships and 
new job start roles for individuals 
who are long-term unemployed 
or out of education or training for 
six months or more, and living in 
Greater London or within a mile of 
the Crossrail route. Siemens will also 
be required to provide 500 days of 
work experience and placement 
opportunities for young people.

Invensys Rail and Siemens 
prequalified for the contract as 
separate entities in September 
2011, but submitted a combined 
bid, as permitted under the 
procurement rules.

The new signalling will be 
installed between Portobello 
Junction (west of Paddington), 
Pudding Mill Lane Junction near 
Stratford in the east, and Abbey 
Wood in the southeast. Crossrail’s 
services will operate in ATO mode 
with Automatic Train Protection 
(ATP) in this central section. Its trains 
will need to operate with existing 
signalling systems on the National 
Rail network at either end of the 
Crossrail tunnels.

The successful contractor 
will work closely with the future 
rolling stock provider to deliver 

compatible on-board equipment. 
The trains will also be capable 
of operating with the European 
Train Control System (ETCS) Level 
2 signalling system, due to be 
installed on the Great Western main 
line, and with existing signalling 
systems.

As Crossrail’s central 
section is subject to railway 

interoperability regulations, 
it sought ‘non-application’ of 
the Technical Specification for 
Interoperability, which was 
conditionally granted. Provision 
has been made to plan for 
migration from the CBTC system 
to the European Rail Traffic 
Management System to enable 
ETCS Level 3 to operate.

Crossrail awards signalling contract

PaSSengeRS are experiencing 
historically high levels of reliability 
on the London Underground 
network – with delays down 
by over half from levels seen in 
2004/05. During the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games customers experienced 
the best level of performance 
ever provided, at the same time 
as record numbers of passengers 
used the network.

 The figures, covering 22 July to 
15 September, confirm that delays 
–measured by the number of 
customer hours lost to disruption 
– were at a record low level during 
the Games. Period 5 saw delays 
down by 21%, and period 6 saw 
delays down by 49%, compared 
to the average for 2011/12, with 
many lines delivering the best 
performance ever recorded.

These results were achieved 
whilst carrying record numbers 
of passengers – with more than 
101million journeys made on 
the Tube during the Games - up 
28% compared to normal levels. 
Tuesday 7 August was the busiest 
day in the Tube’s history, with 4.57 
million passengers.

In 2011, London Underground 
began a Reliability Programme, 

a range of initiatives to predict 
and prevent failures and respond 
more quickly to problems - such as 
transport police driving the Tube’s 
emergency response unit vehicles 
under blue-light conditions, and 
officers given enhanced medical 
training, to a targeted increase 
in signal repair staff at network 
pinch-points and other measures 
to prevent and predict signal, track 
and train failures.

London Underground is now 
developing plans to meet the 
Mayor’s commitment of reducing 
delays by a further 30% by 2015.

Mike Brown, Managing Director 
of London Underground and 
Rail, said: ‘The work that our staff 
put in over the last couple of 
years helped to deliver a fantastic 
London 2012 Games, with record 
performance on the Tube network.

‘However, there are many 
improvements yet to be delivered. 
We continue the vital work 
of transforming the network 
with new and upgraded trains, 
signalling, stations and track. 
Together these, and our relentless 
focus on improving the journeys 
of our customers, will continue to 
boost reliability and performance 
across the network.’

Tube reliability
at record levels
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Turkish Class 70 to run trials in UK
a TeST-BeD Class 70 PowerHaul 
General Electric loco, No 70099, 
was landed at Newport on 17 
October and has been moved to 
Loughborough, via a short stopover 
at Crewe Basford Hall yard.

The loco was built in Turkey from 
a kit sent by GE from the USA. It is 

likely to be used by GB Railfreight to 
evaluate fuel effi  ciency and other 
data. Other UK railfreight operators 
are also understood to be looking 
to run trials with No 70099.

Shortly after unloading, the loco, 
which arrived with the number 
DE37001 and Turkish fl ags on it, 

No 70099 will run trials in the UK. John Patston

oveRheaD power lines between 
the tram depot, at Gogar Castle 
Road, and Edinburgh Airport were 
due to go live from 26 November, 
to allow the tram system to be 
tested and commissioned, with test 
running of trams getting under way.

The tests are the fi nal part of 
development of ‘Section B’, a 2.8km 
stretch set to be handed over from 
contractors to City of Edinburgh 
Council in March.

A report to the council in 
October said that all 27 trams were 
anticipated to be delivered by the 
end of December 2012. ‘All options 
were being explored’ to dispose 
of surplus trams, now that the 
tram system has been truncated. 
At present, there are no plans to 

extend the line past York Place in 
the city centre.

The forecast outturn for the 
project remained in line with the 
revised budget of £776m. £15.1m 
had been drawn down against the 
risk budget of £34m for approved 
changes, including £9.4m for utility 
diversions. £3.4m for enabling 
works for the Edinburgh Gateway 
main-line rail interchange near the 
airport is to be met by a grant from 
Transport Scotland.

Lothian Buses continues to 
support the council in preparing for 
tram operations, and an integrated 
operational plan which links with 
the tram construction programme 
was under development by Lothian 
Buses.

Edinburgh tram tests begin

The Bentham Line between Leeds to Morecambe has been designated 
as a Community Rail  service. Community Rail Minister Norman Baker 
said: ‘Today’s designation is a major step towards helping the Leeds, 
Lancaster and Morecambe Community Rail Partnership work closely 
with local groups to provide innovative and more cost eff ective rail 
services for their community.’

Community rail for leeds-Morecambe

My train’s got no nose: an 

exclusive picture taken on 1 

November of the first cab removal 

on a Class 460. Wabtec’s Jim 

Coxon cuts metal on No 460004. 

Ian Walmsley, courtesy Wabtec
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1 noveMBeR saw the beginning 
of the end for the Class 460 as the 
famous ‘Darth Vader’ front end fell 
to the light sabre of Jedi Knight Jim 
Coxon on planet Loughborough. 
This brought the Alliance another 
step closer to the strengthening of 
its star fleet, the ‘458’.

The planned unification of the 
Class 460 and 458 units to produce 
36x5-cars proceeds to plan, with 
the first luggage van (No 67904) 
gaining window apertures and 
vehicles steadily moving north 
to Loughborough,  Doncaster 
and Long Marston. There have 
been a few changes as the work 
has progressed, such as fitting 
new, stronger axles to the driving 
vehicles and taking the skirts off all 
the ‘460s’.  

The selective door opening 
system (SDO) trials have been 
a great success with millions of 
passes recorded and no misreads. 
The livery is decided as ‘450’-style, 
so the new units will look like 
Desiros. The latter will also be fitted 
with the Hima-Sella ‘Tracklink 3’ 
SDO system developed for the 
Class 458. 

The Class 458s and 460s were 
the last units to bear the old 
Southern classification 4-JOP 
(Juniper Open Porterbrook) 

and 8-GAT (obviously). Having 
amalgamated the fleets, it 
seemed the five-car would 
become Juniper Amalgamated 

Porterbrook, but we didn’t want 
to be seen as gloating over the 
‘Spanners’, so they won’t get a 
Southern code. Ian Walmsley

Holding its nose: Class 460 No 460008 passes between Shortlands and Bromley South on a wet 25 October 2012, forming working 5Z60, the 

10.00 empty stock movement from Bournemouth depot to Ashford down sidings for storage pending modification work. Brian Morrison

Darth Vader falls to the Rebel Alliance

Turkish Class 70 to run trials in UK
had these decals removed and 
its TOPS number applied on the 
cabsides and front ends in white 
transfers. Having not run on 
Network Rail, it has yet to have any 
yellow panels added (although 
these will be needed before it can 
work a train).

Meanwhile, GE has confirmed 
that the damaged loco No 70012 – 
which suffered a bent frame when 
it was dropped during unloading 
at Newport in 2010 – has been 
repaired but will remain in the 
USA as a test bed loco for major 
components. Pip Dunn

Crescent goes west: Turkish decal is removed. John Patston

neTwoRK Rail has achieved 
efficiencies of £775million over the 
past three years and is currently on 
target to deliver required savings by 
2014, says a report published by the 
Office of Rail Regulation (ORR).

ORR’s annual assessment of 
Network Rail’s efficiency and 
financial performance examines the 
amount of money that Network Rail 
has spent and what it has delivered 
in return for the money it has 
received from train operators and 
the governments in London and 
Edinburgh. In particular, the report 
assesses Network Rail’s progress in 
meeting the regulator’s stretching 
efficiency target for its current five 
year funding period (2009-2014) 
of cutting £1bn annually from the 
cost of operating, maintaining and 
improving Britain’s rail infrastructure. 
It also reports on the Efficiency 
Benefit Sharing Mechanism (EBSM), 
established to incentivise Network 

Rail and train operators to work 
together to achieve savings.

Network Rail has implemented 
a number of initiatives to reduce 
its costs to this point in its funding 
period. These include rationalising 
signalling and control centres and 
reorganising its rail maintenance 
function, resulting in reduced staff 
costs and reduced use of sub-
contractors.

However, the rail regulator’s 
assessment of financial performance 
is £172m less than that reported 
by Network Rail, taking account 
of the company’s failure to deliver 
required levels of train punctuality 
and reliability. The regulator also has 
concerns about the sustainability 
of Network Rail’s management of 
parts of the railway infrastructure, 
such as bridges, tunnels and major 
structures, and the company itself 
has not reported efficiencies in this 
area.

network Rail on
target for savings


